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WEATHER OF 1938 IN THE UNITED STATES 
By J. P. KOHLER 

meatbar E m u ,  Weshiagton, D. C.. February 19391 

The year 1938 averaged much warmer and slightly 
wetter than normal. Summations of temperatures over 
the country reveal that 1938 was one of the warmest years 
of record. The departure from normal temperature 
chart, herewith, shows that every first-order station in the 
United States had above-normal temperature for the 

ear-a condition which probably is unparalleled in the 
Bureau,s records. The excess temperature was largely 
the result of more or less steady warmth rather than 
periods of abnormally high temperatures which so strongly 
characterized the summers of 1934 and 1936, especially in 
the interior sections. 

The greatest plus temperature departures occurred in 
the interior sections west and southwest of the Lake 
region over the Mississippi and Missouri Valleys and the 
Plains States. Notwithstanding the pronounced above- 
normal temperature trends, many western and northern 

sections experienced severe cold periods at  times during 
January and February. Minimum tern eratures in the 
northern Plains and northern portions o the Mississip i 
and Missouri Valleys during these months genera y 
ranged from -35' to the lowest of record for the year, 
-51' a t  Long Lake, Wis., on February 1. 

Table 1 gives, for the 42 climatic sections, monthly and 
annual departures of the mean temperature from the 
normal. This table shows that several States had 
slightly below-normal mean temperatures in January. 
The same is true of a few States in February; May and 
June were generally cool. However, in the remaining 
months of the year, departures were generally positive, and 
for the year, only 3 States, Arizona, California, and New 
Mexico, figured below normal and this by only slight 
amounts. 
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Recent studios indicate that the tendency to higher 
temperatures which set in about 1900 has been defhtely 
outstanding in the last decade. Tem erature records for 

cooler than normal, for the country as a whole; 1919 and 
1924 were slight1 below normal. The remaining years 

Precipitation during 1938, while slightly above normal 
for the ear, was generally much above the average in the 
first halfof the year, and deficient in the last half in some 

the past 20 years show. 1929 as the o Kll) y year appreciably 

had above-norma T warmth. 

1 Fmru noten by J. B. Kincer, 0. E. Weather Dureau, Wuhlngton. D. C. 

midwestern States, es ecially in the north and central 
portions of the Great ?'lains. The average for the year 
was 29.47 inches, about 1 percent above normal. In  1937, 
rainfall averaged 30.34 inches; 27.14 inches in 1936; 29.34 
inches in 1935, and 25.95 inches in 1934. Since the normal 
is 29.11 inches, the last 2 years have had above-normal 
rainfall. 

Table 2 shows the monthly and annual distribution of 
precipitation in percent of normal for the 42 climatic 
sections. For the ear, as a whole, most States had above- 
normal rainfall. 4 he South Atlantic and Gulf States and 
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the northern Great Plains were relatively dry, but all 
others, except locally, had above-normal rainfall. Colo- 
rado, Nevada, Wisconsin, Utah and the New England 
sections had considerable in excess of the usual annual 
amount. 

The annual precipitation departure chart, herewith, is 
constructed from data furnished by nearly 200 first-order 
Weather Bureau stations, and gives some idea of the local 
variations in the yearly rainfall. The greatest positive 
departures prevailed in the upper Mississippi Valley, and 
along the New England and North Atlantic coasts, while 
in the Gulf and Southeastern States, the Dakotas, and the 
extreme Northwest, deficiencies ranging from 1 inch to 
more than 20 inches at  some stations along the east Gulf 
coast. 

Temperature extremes during the year were well within 
the limits of previous records. The highest maximum re- 
ported was 125’ a t  Cow Creek, Calif., on several days 
during July and August. The lowest temperature reported 
was -51O at  Long Lake, Wis., on February 1. Tempera- 
tures of freezing or below occurred in every State some- 
time durin the 12 months; and during the summer months 

in several western Mountain States. The lowest tempera- 
ture recorded in Alaska during the year was 64’ below 
zero in February at  Fort Yukon. 

The greast monthly amount of precipitation reported 
from any station in the United States was 38.05 inches at  
Inskip, Calif., during February. By way of contrast, one 
station in Hawaii received 98.78 inches during April. 

of June, J 3 y, and August minima of 16’ to 22’ were noted 
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